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Thacker Machinery Selects the City of Leavenworth for New Facility, Bringing 
Investment and Jobs to Leavenworth County 

LEAVENWORTH, Kansas —Thacker Machinery, a Texas-based company specializing in 
industrial machinery, has selected Leavenworth, Kansas as a site for a 20,000-square-foot 
facility that will create approximately 55 new jobs and expand the company’s service capabilities 
across the Midwest. The company has purchased a five-acre site in the Gary Carlson Business 
Center where they plan to build their new facility. 

The project, known as Project Mission, represents the successful collaboration of the City of 
Leavenworth, Leavenworth County Port Authority (LCPA), Leavenworth County Development 
Corporation (LCDC), Kessinger/Hunter & Company, and Thacker Machinery. 

"Leavenworth is proud to welcome Thacker Machinery to our community. This project 

represents a meaningful investment in the City. I appreciate the collaborative work of the 

Leavenworth County Port Authority, LCDC, and City staff to move this project forward,” said 

Mayor Nancy Bauder, city of Leavenworth. 

David Thacker, the company president, said, “Thacker Machinery is excited to expand our 
operations in Leavenworth County and the City of Leavenworth. This new facility represents a 
significant investment in our company’s future and our commitment to growing a highly skilled 
workforce in the region. 
 
As a nationwide machinery moving and installation company, we provide specialized services to 
manufacturers and industrial facilities across the United States. This new location will allow us 
to recruit, train, and develop local talent for careers in machinery installation, rigging, and 
industrial services. 
 
Leavenworth’s strategic location will enable us to better serve customers throughout Kansas 
City, St. Louis, Chicago, Minnesota, and surrounding markets while creating new employment 
opportunities for residents of the area. 
 
We appreciate the support and partnership of the city of Leavenworth, the Leavenworth County 

Port Authority, and the Leavenworth County Development Corporation and look forward to 

becoming a long-time contributor to the local economy and community. We are excited about 
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the opportunities this expansion will create for both our company and the people of 

Leavenworth.” 

Developed by the Leavenworth County Port Authority in 1989, the Gary Carlson Business Center 
was established with the vision of creating a location where businesses could invest, expand, 
and create jobs for future generations. More than three decades later, Thacker Machinery’s 
investment demonstrates how strategic economic development decisions made today can 
create opportunities for future generations. It was the availability of a development-ready site 
that played a key role in Thacker Machinery's decision to locate in Leavenworth.  

The project site was owned by the Leavenworth County Port Authority (LCPA), a quasi-
governmental agency governed by volunteer board members appointed by Leavenworth County 
and the cities of Basehor, Lansing, Leavenworth, and Tonganoxie. The board approved the sale 
of the property to Thacker Machinery, advancing the organization’s long-standing mission of 
creating jobs, encouraging capital investment, and supporting economic growth across 
Leavenworth County. “This project is an excellent example of what can happen when public and 
private partners work together toward a common goal," said Doug Schimke, Chair, LCPA.  

“This project demonstrates the value of maintaining a coordinated economic development 

strategy and working together to attract new opportunities,” said Brian Habjan, LCDC president. 

LCDC served as the lead project facilitator, coordinating efforts among the company, the city of 

Leavenworth, the Leavenworth County Port Authority, and other partners throughout the site 

selection process. By maintaining communication and helping address project needs as they 

arose, LCDC helped guide the project from initial inquiry to a successful location announcement 

“It’s exciting to see a new business become established and grow in the Gary Carlson Business 

Center. We welcome their investment in Leavenworth County and look forward to seeing them 

thrive for years to come,” said Vanessa Reid, Leavenworth County commissioner. Construction 

is expected to begin following final development approvals. Once operational, the facility will 

support continued growth for Thacker Machinery while contributing new jobs, investment, and 

economic activity to Leavenworth County. 


